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In some other areas, the Bill remains behind best practice compared to other States and indeed 

federal electoral law. There is no cap on total donations to a party, and no requirement that 

donors themselves declare their contributions. It thus appears possible for limitless donations 

to a party to be made, even if there are caps on the expenditure permitted. Nor are there 

restrictions on the ability of certain groups, such as property developers, to donate to politics, 

as exist in NSW and Queensland. This reflects a broader pattern of WA elections falling 

behind national best practice in crucial areas, including areas such as malapportionment, the 

involvement of parties in postal voting, and technical aspects of how preference transfers in 

Legislative Council elections are treated. These concerns were raised in a February 2019 letter 

sent to all State MPs by a group of concerned scholars including myself, and remain current. 

Finally, while noting the increase in penalties for any breaches, I remain concerned at the self-

regulated nature of WA’s finding and disclosure regime, which relies on the parties 

themselves as the beneficiaries of any donations also being the ones responsible for declaring 

these to the WAEC. Given that donors are not required to declare their donations, this could 

surely present temptations to unscrupulous parties or candidates to avoid declaration of any 

gifts received, in the knowledge that these would be unlikely to come to light if all 

participants wish to keep such donations secret. 

Despite these concerns, I welcome the Bill’s proposed reforms as first step towards what I 

hope is a broader agenda to improve our State’s electoral system.  

Yours sincerely, 

Professor Benjamin Reilly 

School of Social Sciences and Fellow, UWA Public Policy Institute 

University of Western Australia 

35 Stirling Highway 

Perth WA 6009 
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